
CATS’ AID
NEWS

Cats’ Aid continues to care for many cats in permanent and temporary foster care and
living in colonies around Dublin city and we also provide veterinary care for many of
them. As you can imagine our food bills are considerable and are increasing all the time.
So, once again, as part of our Christmas Fair, we will have a large box at the Cats’ Aid
stall where we invite people to donate tinned or dried cat food to help with our feeding
costs. All the food collected in this way will be distributed to our foster homes and to
those kind, caring individuals who, in all weather, travel to our various colony sites to feed
the feral cats who live there.

PLEASE HELP TO GIVE A CAT A DINNER
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Give a cat a dinner

The Christmas Fair will take place this year on
SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER 2008 at the Iris
Charles Centre For Older People, Newbridge
Avenue, Sandymount, Dublin 4 from 12.00 noon
to 3.00 p.m. We appeal to you to come and
support us. In these straitened financial times we
need your help more than ever. We welcome
financial donations from anyone who wishes to
support cats and kittens in need but who are

unable to come on the day. Our postal address is
listed at the bottom of this page.

Stalls include Gifts, Jewellery, Books, CDs, Tapes, Videos, Plants,
Cakes and Wheel-of-Fortune. The Cats’ Aid stall will have lots of
merchandise: Christmas Cards, Notelets, Mugs, Cotton Bags, Tea
Towels, T-shirts, Pens, Car Stickers and Keyrings; and Cats’ Aid
gift membership for those who have everything! There will also be
super prizes in our Raffle and lots more. If you need a break you
can sit down for tea/coffee and biscuits and enjoy the activity
around you. Cont overleaf.

Come to the Cats’ Aid Christmas Fair -
We’d love to see you!

CATS’ AID ON THE WEB:
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Would you like to see your rescued cat’s story featured in the Cats’ Aid News? If you enjoy reading the stories of rescued
cats in the newsletter, then why not let everyone else know about yours?  Have you an opinion about something feline
which you would like to share with us?  Write to us along with a photograph and we’ll do our best to publish it.  Please
write to:  The Editor, Cats’ Aid News, P.O. Box 2874, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4.  It would be a big help to us if you could
enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope for the return of your photograph.  Alternatively you can email your story
and photographs (marked for attention of the Editor, Cats’ Aid News) to:  catsaid@gmail.com MB

How Not To Lose Your Cat
(I have reproduced this from some years
ago.  It bears fresh reading now that the
evenings are getting dark so early.  Please
follow the advice given – it could make all
the difference to your beloved pet staying
safe.  MB)

There are few things more heartbreaking
for cat owners than when their dearly loved
pet goes missing.  Numerous cats are lost
each year and, sadly, few are reunited with
their original owners.  Cats are lost for
many reasons and it must be equally
traumatic for a cat to find itself lost and
suddenly a stray, foraging for food and
shelter.  Unless your cat is an indoor cat, it
is not really possible to completely ensure
that he will not wander or be stolen, but
here are a few tips to minimise the risk of
this happening to your cat.

1. Be sure that your cat wears a safe collar
with an identity disc firmly attached,
clearly printed with your name and your
phone number.  Make sure that the
collar is neither too tight nor too loose.
If too loose, the cat can get its front leg
caught in it causing distress and
possible injury.  If you move house,
don’t forget to update the identity disc.
Micro-chipping is really the only totally
safe and sure way to identify your cat
for the rest of his/her life.  Your vet can
do this simple procedure.  Please don’t
forget that if you move you will need to
update the details with the micro-
chipping company.  Certainly in

England the CPL have found the
owners of numerous cats who have been
micro-chipped.

2. Always keep your cat in at night and if
you have a cat flap make sure it is
securely locked for the night.  Cats
frequently go missing when left out at
night and are often the victims of road
traffic accidents.  If you experience
difficulty in getting him in, do not
allow him out after his evening meal –
he will soon become accustomed to a
fixed routine, settling down happily for
the night.

3. Have youe cat neutered.  Neutered cats,
both male and female, are far less likely
to roam.

4. When transporting cats, always use a
secure pet carrier.  It is asking for
trouble to carry your cat, no matter how
docile, in your arms.  A cardboard box
is also inappropriate – a frightened cat
will easily find a way out.  A surprising
number of cats are lost going to or from
the veterinary surgery.

5. If you are going to be away for more
than a day or two, and unless a
responsible member of the family will
be in the house, book your cat into a
reputable cattery.  Your vet will
probably have boarding kennels or be
able to advise you.  Make the booking
in good time and be sure that
vaccinations are up-to-date.  It is not

advisable to ask a friend to come in and
feed your cat during your absence.
He/she does not know that your
absence is temporary and will often go
looking for you or other human
company, go too far and get lost, be
stolen or be the victim of an accident.
This is very traumatic for your friend,
for you and particularly for your cat.
We get numerous calls every holiday
time saying ‘when we returned our cat
was missing’.

6. If there is no-one at home for long
periods on a daily basis, be sure your cat
is not left without access to the house
where he has his bed, food and water.
If you live on a very busy road or if it is
not a very safe area, e.g. unsupervised
dogs, leave your cat indoors until you
are there to supervise his forays into the
garden.

7. If there are workmen in the house,
either book your cat into a boarding
kennels or ensure that he is securely
locked in a room with food, water and
litter tray.  Cats can be very upset by
strangers and noisy activity and one
cannot rely on workmen to keep doors
and gates closed.  Don’t even think
about getting a new cat or kitten if
there is renovation work going on or
envisaged in the near future.

 

 





The Cake Stall is one of our most popular.  If you, or any family or
friends, can bake please do something for us.  We also welcome
home made jams and preserves, indeed anything home made.

SPECIAL ATTRACTION: Madame Zelda
Once again Madame Zelda will be in attendance.  She will give you
an astrological reading based on your date of birth.  Madame Zelda
awaits you!

APPEAL FOR STALL HOLDERS  
We are always looking for help to run a stall and assist generally
with the clearing up afterwards.  If you have a bit of time to spare
and would like to help please leave a message on our helpline (01-
6683529) and one of the co-ordinators will get back to you. 

DONATION OF GOODS
We are also looking for donations of goods to sell at our stalls:
unwanted gifts, new items for the ever-popular Wheel-of-Fortune,
books, plants, jewellery, unwanted CDs and videos.  Anything we
can sell will bring in much-needed funds for our work.

Goods for the Sale can be delivered to the Iris Charles Centre for
Older People, Newbridge Avenue, Sandymount on the evening

before the Fair, Friday 5 December between 6.30 and 8.30 p.m. If
you are unable to call on Friday evening we will accept donations of
goods up to 12.00 noon on the day of the Fair but, we regret, we
cannot take in goods after 12.00 noon because we would not have
the time or personnel to sort and price once the Fair has started.  If
you have goods to donate but are unable to transport them we will
do our best to collect them from you.  Please leave a message at 01-
6683529 NO LATER THAN Saturday 29 November (a week
before the Sale) and someone from the Sale’s organising committee
will contact you.  

UNFORTUNATELY WE CANNOT ACCEPT BRIC-A-
BRAC, ELECTRICAL GOODS, CLOTHES, SHOES,
MAGAZINES OR FURNITURE.

Publicity is always important so perhaps you would put the leaflet
enclosed with your newsletter in your local shop, library or
supermarket;  or photocopy the leaflet and pass it on.  It all helps to
raise the profile of Cats’ Aid and hopefully will encourage people to
attend the Fair.  We look forward to seeing you all on 6 December.
MB

GRAND PRIZE DRAW: The Draw will also take place at the
end of the Fair.  Counterfoils and monies should be returned to us
at: Cats’ Aid, P.O. Box 2874, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, by 14
November.

To be(ef ) or not to be(ef )….

When Maeve (the Editor of Cats’ Aid News) reminded me that I
said I would put together a few lines about being a vegetarian, her
timing couldn’t have been better.  I had travelled back from Donegal
a few days earlier and had stopped at a hotel in Monaghan for a bite
to eat.  I approached the carvery chef with some trepidation to
enquire about the vegetarian option to which he replied ‘I could do
you a risotto’.  This was fine with me so I said ‘yes, please’.  When I
went to pay for my risotto and for a chicken dish my friend was
having the amount I was being asked for suggested to me that it was
for both meals.  But no, this amount was just for what I was having
and her chicken dish would be half that again.  Only half?!  The
justification for this was that my dish was coming in from the
restaurant.  I tried to argue the point that not everyone eats fish or
meat and that there should always be a vegetarian option.  The
response to that was that I could have had potato and vegetables and
I tried to make a point about protein….  Ultimately I walked off
with my tail between my legs, so to speak.

The above incident is a good example of what those of us who are
vegetarians have to put up with.  And it irks me.  It irks most
vegetarians.  And as for those bright sparks who come up with
questions such as ‘do you eat fish?’; ‘is your cat vegetarian?’; ‘you
must be hungry if you don’t eat meat?’; and the inevitable ‘what do
you do at Christmas?’, I’ve given up trying to answer any/all of these
questions.  Thank God that Christmas comes but once a year.

Basically vegetarians are just looking for their nutritional needs to be
met.  We are just looking for the equivalent to what our carnivore
family members, friends or work colleagues are being served.  Is that
really too much to ask?  It seems to be and, as time moves on, it
seems to be more the case.  What I find interesting is that some folk
seem to take it as an affront that one reserves the right to abstain
from eating a creature that once roamed the earth with a face or a
backbone.  I have a friend who comments regularly:  ‘but the animal
is dead’;  another who tells me ‘the animals were put here for us to
eat/survive’ and ‘why do you have to be different if not difficult
about this?’.

It is a personal choice like so many others we all make in life.  I have
never tried to ‘ram’ this choice I have made down anyone else’s
throat, metaphorically speaking.  I am not a fanatic and I do not try
to convert people to vegetarianism.  I believe in live and let live.  I
respect individual choices we all have the right to make and I expect
that respect to be reciprocated.  And as for being difficult.… It can
be difficult in choosing to be vegetarian especially in relation to
finding alternative protein foodstuffs.  But it is worth the effort if
you believe in this choice being absolutely the right one for you!
AW

(Unfortunately the Vegetarian Society of Ireland was unable to hold
their annual World Vegetarian Day Fair due to lack of helpers.  We
hope what has always been a most enjoyable day will return again in
2009.  MB)

Some comments from a Vegetarian:

To be posted VERY LOW on the refrigerator door – pet nose height

Dear Cats and Dogs,

The dishes with the paw prints are yours
and contain your food.  The other dishes are
mine and contain my food.  Please note that
placing a paw print in the midle of my plate
and food does not stake a claim for it
becoming your dish and food, nor do I find
that aesthetically pleasing in the slightest.

The staircase was not designed by Lewis
Hamilton and is not a racetrack.  Beating
me to the bottom is not the objective.
Tripping me doesn’t help because I fall
faster than you can run.

I cannot buy anything bigger than a king-
sized bed.  I am very sorry about this.  Do
not think that I will continue sleeping on
the couch to ensure your comfort.  Cats and
dogs can actually curl up in a ball when they
sleep.  It is not necessary to sleep
perpendicular to each other stretched out to
the fullest extent possible.  I also know that
sticking tails straight out and having
tongues hanging out the other end to
maximise space is nothing but sarcasm.

For the last time, there is no secret exit from
the bathroom.  If, by some miracle, I beat
you there and manage to get the door shut,
it is not necessary to claw, meow, whine,  try
to turn the knob or get your paw under the
door and try to pull it open.  I must exit
through the same door I entered.  Also, I
have been using the bathroom for years –

feline or canine attendance is not required.
The proper order is kiss me, than go smell
the other cat’s or dog’s nether regions.  I
cannot stress this enough!!

To pacify you, my dear pets, I have posted
the following message on our front door:

To all non-pet owners who visit and like to
complain about our pets:

1. They live here.  You don’t.

2. If you don’t want their hair on your

clothes, stay off the furniture.

That’s why they call it ‘fur’niture.

3. I like my pets a lot better than I like

most people.

4. To you they are animals.  To me

he/she is an adopted son/daughter

who is short, hairy, walks on all

fours and doesn’t speak clearly.

Remember:  cats and dogs are better than
kids because they:

1. Eat less.

2. Don’t ask for money all the time.

3. Are easier to train.

4. Normally come when called

(possibly less true for cats than for

dogs).

5. Never ask to drive the car.

6. Don’t hang out with drug-using

friends.

7. Don’t smoke or drink.

8. Don’t have to buy the latest

fashions. 

9. Don’t want to wear your clothes. 

10. Don’t need €20,000 for college,

and….

11. If they get pregnant, you can get

good homes for their children (but,

of course, this won’t happen because

you are a responsible pet owner and

will have had your pet/s

spayed/neutered).

Ladies’ Mini-Marathon 2008 - update
Following a donation from Adrienne Brogan, which reached us after the last Cats’
Aid News went to press, I am delighted to report that the grand total raised by
our wonderful ladies amounts to €1,935. Renewed thanks one and all.   MB

1. Golden Retriever: The sun is shining,
the day is young, we've got our whole
lives ahead of us, and you're inside
worrying about a stupid burned out
bulb?

2. Border Collie: Just one. And then I'll
replace any wiring that's not up to
code.

3. Dachshund: You know I can't reach
that stupid lamp!

4. Rottweiler: Make me.

5. Boxer: Who cares? I can still play with
my squeaky toys in the dark.

6. Lab: Oh, me, me!!!!! Pleeeeeeeeeze let
me change the light bulb! Can I? Can
I? Huh? Huh? Huh? Can I?
Pleeeeeeeeeze, please, please, please!

7. German Shepherd: I'll change it as
soon as I've led these people from the
dark, check to make sure I haven't
missed any, and make just one more
perimeter patrol to see that no one has
tried to take advantage of the situation.

8. Jack Russell Terrier: I'll just pop it in
while I'm bouncing off the walls and
furniture.

9. Old English Sheep Dog: Light bulb?
I'm sorry, but I don't see a light bulb!

10. Cocker Spaniel: Why change it? I can
still pee on the carpet in the dark.

11. Chihuahua: Yo quiero Taco Bulb. Or
‘We don't need no stinking light bulb.’

12. Greyhound: It isn't moving. Who
cares?

13. Australian Shepherd: First, I'll put all
the light bulbs in a little circle...

14. Poodle: I'll just blow in the Border
Collie's ear and he'll do it. By the time
he finishes rewiring the house, my nails
will be dry.

HOW MANY CATS DOES
IT TAKE TO CHANGE A
LIGHT BULB?
Cats do not change light bulbs. People
change light bulbs. So, the real question is:

‘How long will it be before I can expect
some light?’

HOW MANY DOGS DOES IT TAKE
TO CHANGE A LIGHT BULB?

 

 

 


